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With September almost over, and October
staring us in the face, this column looks
back at a very event-filled month.

| started the month off by getting out of
town — totally! During my ten days in Jor-
dan and Israel, | was able to keep my com-
mitment to give an international flavor to
our Exchange Club of Sugar Land Cof-
fee Mug. As you can see from the picture,
I presented my Jordanian friend and guide
Omar Maserweh with our mug which he
promised to use on the bus when he guides
other Americans through Jordan.

Mike Flory organized a Sunshine Special
to take 150 kids from four outreach sites of
the Fort Bend YMCA to a Houston Texans
exhibition game at Reliant Stadium. My
thanks to Mike for organizing this event for
the second year in a row and to Larry Szy-
maszek for pulling together the chaper-
ones. Photo by Charlie Myer YMCA

g the Faith in chan @

The whole Badges of Courage went quite
well over the 9/11 weekend. My thanks to
Leslie Vyoral for her leadership of this
event and to Norma Reyna for stepping in
on my behalf during the day. | understand
that John Braswell was a great emcee for
Badges of Courage. God’s blessings to John
and Aimee Geuy on their upcoming mar-
riage.

Photo by Larry Pullen

We ended the month with a well-attended
Giveakidaflagtowave event at the Fort
Bend County Fair Day Parade. You da man,
Judge Kern! As | said last Wednesday, “...
the weather will be perfect!” And it was.
Now, because we are an active Exchange
Club, all we can do is draw a deep breath,
and plunge into October!
Santa’s Exchange will get kicked-off early
this month. Aimee Geuy is off to a running
start with committee heads in place and with
the Rotary Club on board as a vital partner.
National Day of Service is October 23
and you will be hearing more about this at
meetings, but mark your calendars now.
Giveavetaflagtowave on October 24 will
make our veteran friends smile.
Please invite past members to our
Exchange Club Reunion Breakfast on
October 27th.

You all constantly amaze me with your re-
sourcefulness, your commitment to our com-
munity, and the way you keep the faith in
our Exchange Club. It is my honor and privi-
lege to keep on keeping the faith with all of
you ...

Jerry Hurst, Pastor Prez
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Chief Danny Jan, Ft. Bend County
Emergency Management Assistant Co-
ordinator, received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for over 30
years of service. His wife Betsy is at
his side. Presenting the award (right)
is Sugar Land Exchange Club Presi-
dent-Elect Norma Reyna.

The fourth and “best Badges of
Courage event ever,” was held on
Saturday, September 11" at First Col-
ony Mall. Badges of Courage honors
the men and women who wear the
badge in law enforcement, fire ser-
vices and emergency medical services.
This year the event included a chili
cook-off, headed up by Michael Cole,
and a blood drive directed by Lydia
Bourg. The blood drive attracted 36
donors, 16 of whom were Exchangites.
The chili cook-off, which enticed atten-
dees with 15 entries, will benefit Ft.
Bend Crime Stoppers. While donors
and diners enjoyed the outside activi-
ties, inside the mall 46 not-for-profit
organizations erected displays.

The indoor activities culminated in a
moving ceremony highlighted by the
Star Spangled Banner sung by Sue
Lockwood, a poem by Ray Wathen,
presentation of awards and a heart-
warming rendition of “Proud to be an
American” by Jake Messinger. Kudos
extended to John Braswell for an
excellent job as master of ceremonies.
He is a cinch not to flub his wedding
vows next week. This year's honorees
came from the Fort Bend Sheriff's de-
partment, Richmond Fire Services and
the Fort Bend County Emergency
Medical Services Division.

Many thanks to our major sponsors;
Early, McClintic and McMillan,
Sugar Land Aviation and Texas
State Bank. We are grateful also
to these sponsors who helped
make this event possible: HEB,
Manhattan Bagel, Josie's Cakes,
It's a Grind Coffee, Lifestyle
Magazine, the Fort Bend Sun, and
the Southwest Star.
thanks to Mayor David and Kathy
Wallace for generously opening their
home for the Sponsor's party and to
First Colony Mall for their enthusias-
tic hosting of the event.

Thanks to Badges of Courage chair-
man Cheryl White and her team:
David Newell, Mark Hanna, Paul
Barnett, Aimee Geuy, Lisa Os-
borne Poynor, Barbara Brescian,
Leslie Vyoral and Jake Messinger.

“Ambassadors” of the ECSL

We have formed a corporate recruitment
committee to proactively tell local business
owners and managers about the mission of
our club in the hope that they, or a repre-
sentative of their business, will join our
club. We call ourselves “Ambassadors” of
the ECSL. Current Ambassadors include
Scott McClintic , Bob Hargarther, Noel
Mascarenhas, Charlie Adaway, Leo
Slone and honorary member, Harold
Ward. Anyone interested in being ap-
pointed an Ambassador should contact
Scott McClintic 281 491-5260,
scottm@emcmec.com
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FT. BEND COUNTY FAIR PARADE
GIVEAKIDAFLAGTOWAVE
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Photo by Sue Lockwood
Exchangite Dave Kiger gives Zachary
one of the 12,000 flags given to kids
along the 2 1/2 mile long Ft. Bend
County Fair Parade route Friday 9/24.
Special thanks to Judge Robert Kern

for organizing the Sugar Land
Exchange GIVEAKIDAFLAGTOWAVE
event. Thanks to Gary Kreech of Man-
hattan Bagels for the big bag of ba-
gels. Food always raises the morale of
the teens from the EXCEL Club of
Kempner and Clements High School
who help us hand out the flags.
A personal note from Judge Kern:
My sincere thanks and admiration to
the club members who stepped for-
ward for the project. We had approxi-
mately 40 members present, not
counting the Excel clubs. This is my
first event to chair. | learned that with
this club, all you need to do is ask,
and the Exchange Club of Sugar Land
is there in force. My hat is off to







